EVENTS 2012/2013
SEPTEMBER

NOVEMBER

Tour of Signs,
Symbols, Secrets
Monday 17 September

CaSE Annual Lecture:
‘An Industrial Strategy’
Tuesday 27 November

Please join us for a
fascinating exploration of the
shadowy world of early
modern alchemy. Signs,
Symbols, Secrets: An
Illustrated Guide to Alchemy
displays some of the most
striking illustrated
manuscripts from the Science
Museum’s Library & Archives
collection. On this tour you
will discover how the
exhibition decodes the
complex symbols of
alchemical scrolls that were
intended to allow the reader
to turn base metals into silver
and gold, heal sickness and
unlock the mysteries of God
and nature.

Please join us for the
Campaign for Science and
Engineering (CaSE) Annual
Lecture, hosted by the Science
Museum, at which the speaker
will be Lord Heseltine. As two
of the most important
advocates for science and
engineering in the UK, the
Science Museum and CaSE
are delighted to be working
together to promote the vital
importance of scientific
education and development.

Detail of the Ripley alchemical scroll.

DECEMBER
Director’s Christmas Drinks
Reception
Tuesday 4 December

OCTOBER
Patrons ‘open house’
evenings
Monday 15 October,
Tuesday 23 October and
Monday 26 November

Codebreaker: Alan Turing’s Life
and Legacy.

So much of our work at the
Museum simply could not be
achieved without the help and
support of our Patrons. This
year we are inviting more
people to become involved
with our work through this
series of special evening
receptions. If you have

enjoyed supporting us and
would like to introduce
friends or colleagues to the
Museum and the benefits of
the Patrons Programme, we
would be delighted if you and
your guests could join us on
one of these evenings for a
private evening tour of
Codebreaker – our acclaimed
exhibition exploring the life
and legacy of Alan Turing –
followed by dinner in our
exclusive Smith Centre.

At the end of an exciting year for
the Museum, we welcome our
Patrons to share in our successes
and future plans at a special
reception in the Smith Centre.

Guests in the Smith Centre.

FEBRUARY
Tour of the Museum of the
Order of St John
Thursday 7 February
Behind a renaissance archway
in Clerkenwell is one of the great
hidden treasures of London: the
Museum of the Order of St John.
Now best known for its
ambulance service, this ancient
order’s roots lie in the Christian
medical practices developed
during the Crusades of the 11th
to 13th centuries. The beautiful
museum, housed in the order’s
former priory, tells a fascinating
story of medicine from the
medieval period to the present
day, using a unique collection
which includes rare manuscripts
and armour, as well as historic
medical equipment from
St John’s role in the First and
Second World Wars. Please join
us for an evening tour of this
intriguing collection.

Blythe House.

MARCH
Tour of Blythe House
Tuesday 19 March
Many people passing the old
Post Office Savings Bank in
Kensington Olympia do not
realise that it is in fact home
to over 170,000 objects from
the Science Museum’s
collections. Held and
conserved within the massive
labyrinth of storerooms at
Blythe House is a fantastically
diverse array of objects –
from Stone Age tools to
freeze-dried genetically
modified animals. Patrons are
invited to join us for a rare
glimpse into the stores on a
curator-led tour of this
fascinating space.

EVENTS 2012/2013
MAY

JULY

Annual Director’s Dinner
Thursday 9 May

Day trip to Wroughton
Date to be confirmed

We welcome our supporters
for our Annual Director’s
Dinner, which will be hosted
by Douglas Gurr, Chairman of
the Science Museum Group,
and Ian Blatchford, Director
of the Science Museum, in the
spectacular surroundings of
our Making the Modern World
gallery. Our guest speaker will
be Cédric Villani, Professor of
Mathematics at the University
Claude Bernard Lyon and
winner of the prestigious
Fields Medal for Outstanding
Discoveries in Mathematics.

Inside a series of aircraft
hangars on a former Second
World War airfield at Wroughton
in Wiltshire is held an incredible
and rarely seen part of the
Science Museum’s collections.
Often too large or too delicate
for permanent display, the
selection of objects cared for at
our large-object store includes
everything from 17th-century
fire engines to submarines, jets
and penny-farthings. This
special day trip to the site will
include curator-led tours of the
collection and of our Wroughton
Library & Archives, which hold
original archives of some of the
world’s most famous and
influential scientific figures.

Annual Director’s Dinner 2012.

JUNE
Media Space gala opening
Date to be confirmed
Join us for the gala opening of
our new flagship gallery. Using
the unrivalled collections of the
National Media Museum, Media
Space will present photographers’
and artists’ perspectives on
science, technology,
photography and visual media
through a rich programme of
exhibitions and events.
Early cyanotype photograph.

If you would like more information about becoming a Patron at the Science Museum, please contact:
The Patrons Office Tel: 020 7942 4045 E-mail: patrons@sciencemuseum.ac.uk
The Smith Centre, Imperial College Road, London SW7 2DD

