‘The Science of Aliens studies how
real creatures such as this deepwater
fangtooth fish inspired the creators
of alien monsters Photograph:
Martin Hayhow/AFP/Getty Images.

Experts’ imaginations run wild as

aliens invade the Science Museum
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Blue Moon is more like Earth, a pale
blue dot orbiting a giant gas planet. Oxy
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phere, compared to 21 t
i dlowkie s s pleotlhere-30
times more so than on Earth. Theresultis
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“Both those planets are based on a
whole stack of scientific references,” said
Stephen Foulger, an exhibition manager
responsible for putting much of the
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Strangeness aside, if the animals and
plants seem somehow familiar, there isa
reason, “There’s a principle called con-
vergent evolution which basically says
that some physical attributes have evol-
ved independently Ioads of times on
Earth,” said Mr Foulger.
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creatures, Itis the same story with wings
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Lifeonther planetsikely o facesim-
ilar evolutionary pressures, according to
Prof Morris. The end result is a great deal
of similarity ~ but that does not imply
things would be identical. “There’s a con
straint on life, but despitethat youstill have:
this amazing diversity in our biosphere.”

Mr Tucker said that however odd the
creatures on Blue Moan or Aurelia might
look, they do not come close to the
strange animals that already exist on
Earth. “There are some creatures alive
‘now on this planet thatare phenomenal.
Creatures you get near deep sea vents,
their front end is 200 warmer than their
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Mr Tucker said the exhibit staved
within the realms of known science.
“When you getintothe area of speculating
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‘The Science of Aliens exhibition opens at
the Science Museum tomorrow




