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Purpose  
To improve skills of observation and analysis, 
while also testing attention to detail. 
  

Age range (years)  
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

 

 

 
 

What’s the story? 
What is Spying?  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Background 
�

Observation is one of the most important skills for a spy to master. Spies 
must be able to not only quickly gather information, but also notice and 
assess the importance of any changes that occur. Is a change a clue to 
something? Does it, for example, suggest an enemy agent has been into 
a room to place bugs?  
 

Steps 
 

Use the pictures on the following pages for this exercise (they can be 
printed out or projected). 
 

1. Ask students to imagine they’ve been sent to observe mysterious 
goings-on in the shopping centre in Picture A. They can look at the 
picture for one minute. Note taking is allowed. 
 
 

2. Replace Picture A with Picture B. How many differences can the class 
identify? If students are struggling, you can place the pictures side by 
side. (Page four shows all the changes highlighted). 

 

Discussion  
 

Do the changes make any difference to the possible stories behind what 
is going on in the picture? 
 

Extension  
 

Ask students to write a short story that describes what is happening to 
some of the characters in the picture, perhaps incorporating some of the 
changes that have been spotted. 
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What’s the story? – Picture A 
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What’s the story? – Picture B 
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What’s the story? – Changes revealed 
 

 


