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Purpose  
To test skills in observation, extrapolation and 
visualisation. 

Age range (years)  
 

Subjects  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

 
Art and Design, 
Geography 
 

 

 
 

Seeing the bigger picture 
Watching - Observing and Gathering Information 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Background 
 

Spies often have to interpret information 
that has been deliberately hidden or 
obscured. Or sometimes they simply don’t 
have all the information they would like. In 
either circumstance they need to 
extrapolate from limited data.  
 

This activity asks students to work with 
the details of a ‘bigger picture’. 
 

Steps 
 

You will need: 
�

· Paper & pencils 
 

· A space outside the classroom 
 

· Digital cameras and facilities to 
print or show photos (optional)  

 

Use the pictures on the following pages 
(they can be printed out or projected). 
 

1. Show the photo details on sheet 1. 
 

2. Ask students to guess what objects 
they are part of. 

 

3. Reveal the complete objects on 
sheet 2. 

 

4. Talk about how long it took to guess 
the identity of the objects, what  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
helped them towards the right 
answers and what confused them. 
 

5. Now ask students to make their 
own visual ‘clue trail’ around part of 
the school, ideally using digital 
cameras or making drawings. 
Suggest that students work in small 
groups on one trail and make sure 
they produce clues that are just 
cryptic enough, but not too difficult 
to solve. 

 

6. When complete, groups can swap 
trails, following and solving the 
clues made by each other. 

 

Extensions 
 

Chemistry or Materials Science 
students can make a similar clue trail 
by collecting up small fragments of 
material they have found around the 
school (chalk, bark, brick etc). The 
trails could consist of material samples 
in plastic bags taped to a series of 
verbal clues, and/or a map. �
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Seeing the bigger picture – Sheet 1 - Details 
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Seeing the bigger picture – Sheet 2 – Objects revealed 

 


