“SPYING

Make a sensory map

Watching - Observing and Gathering Information

Purpose

To improve skills of observation as well as asking
students to consider how information is coded,
prioritised and communicated while considering
the merits of different coding schemes.
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Background

Spies must gather and process
information using all their senses.
Sometimes a smell reveals a clue just
as important as something seen.

Steps
You will need:
Coloured pens

Paper and clipboards, or
sketchbooks

Thermometers (for the
extension activity)

1. Ask students to imagine they are
spies who have been tasked with
mapping an area in preparation for
future missions by other agents.
They should use all their senses so
those using the map can find their
way around whatever happens
(e.g. in the dark). What information
could be recorded?

2. Show the example map on page
two (this can be printed out or
projected). Ask students to
describe the coding system.

3. In small groups, send students to
map a particular part of the school.
They can then make maps using
their own coding systems. They

could consider recording colours,
types of light, or even patterns
(making sketches or rubbings of
them).

4. If time permits, groups can swap
maps and explore places using their
senses.

Discussion

Did different people notice different
types of information (e.qg. sights,
sounds or smells)? Which did you
think were the most important?

Did you notice anything about the
place you mapped that you hadn’t
noticed before?

Extensions

Thermal cameras help spies to find
their way around in the dark, or to spot
people in hidden places.

Students can use thermometers to
record temperatures in different
locations and create their own thermal
map (perhaps using different colours to
show varying temperatures).

Ask students if they can think of other
uses for thermal images (e.g. finding
people trapped in buildings after
earthquakes).
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Multi-sensory map — example
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