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Citizenship Activity Pack 
 

Candid Camera 
 

Finding a balance between security and privacy 
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Age range (years)  
 

Time needed  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

 

 

1 – 1.5 hours 
 

Purpose  
To develop skills in: 
 

· analysing information and its sources 
 

· justifying a personal opinion about 
issues, problems or events 

 

· contributing to group and exploratory 
class discussions, and taking part in 
debates 

 

· using imagination to consider, express 
and empathise with other people's 
experiences and views. 

 
Candid Camera 
Finding a balance between security and privacy 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background  

 

Walk down any high street or jump on a 
bus and you will find yourself being 
watched. In an effort to reduce crime and 
anti-social behaviour, CCTV (Closed 
Circuit Television) cameras can be found 
in crime hotspots, shopping centres, car 
parks, hospitals and on public transport.  
 

Where should the lines be drawn between 
protecting people’s safety and ensuring 
their privacy?  
 

This activity asks students to think about 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
CCTV cameras. The ‘prompt questions’ 
on page 5 also address the debate 
surrounding the wearing of ‘hoodies’ and 
baseball caps. 
 

Steps 
 

1. Split the class into groups. 
 

2. Give each group a map of the school 
or ask them to draw one.  

 

3. Ask groups to imagine the school is to 
install five new CCTV cameras. Where 
do they think the cameras should be 
placed and why? Use the tool sheet on 
page 3 to encourage discussion. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Display and compare the maps. Did 
groups agree where to place cameras? 
What were the differences of opinion? 
Ask each group to share their reasons 
for placing cameras where they did. 

 
Extension 
 

Use the newspaper stories (page 4) and 
‘prompt questions’ to stimulate debate 
around:  
 

· issues of privacy versus safety   

· the wearing of hoods – fashion 
statement or deliberate concealment?  
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Candid Camera: tool sheet 
 
 
 
Ideas for where to place CCTV cameras 
 
 
Playground 
 

Classrooms  

Cloakrooms 
 

Library  

Toilets 
 

Corridors  

School hall 
 

Outside walkways  

Changing rooms 
 

Playing fields  

Stairs 
 

Local shops  

Bus stops  Staff room 
 

Head teachers office  Bike sheds 
 

Main entrance First aid room 
 

Canteen 
 

 

 
  

 
 
     
 
 

     
Issues to consider when placing CCTV cameras 

 
 

Possible aims 
 

Management issues 

Preventing vandalism 
 

Cost/difficulty of installation 

Catching truants 
 

Ease of maintenance 

Catching bullies  Maintaining privacy 
 

Stopping graffiti Likelihood of being damaged/ 
attacked 
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Candid Camera: news stories  
�

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From The World News 
 

SCHOOL ALLOWS HOODIES 
 

A SCHOOL in Birmingham has decided to 
allow 'hoodies' to be accepted as part of its 
uniform. Despite the adverse publicity 
attracted by hoodies and their link to anti-
social behaviour, after consultation with 
pupils the school has decided to go against 
the trend. “Hoodies can be smart,” says 
John Oyeleya, the head. “It’s not what kids 
wear that’s the issue, but how they behave. 
We respect our pupils’ right to express 
themselves and in return we find they 
generally respect the school and its staff in 
return.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From The Daily Echo 
 

BRITAIN SCARED TO 
CHALLENGE TEEN GANGS  
 

Recent research suggests that adults are 
surrendering the streets to teenage trouble 
makers. An estimated 1.7 million grown-
ups are so frightened by gangs of youths in 
hoodies that they won’t venture out after 
dark. Many consider moving house to get 
away from trouble spots. 
 

A survey by the Institute for Public Policy 
Research reveals that a third of Brits would 
intervene if they saw a gang of 14-year-
olds vandalising a bus shelter. 65% of 
Germans, however, would make a stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From The Cityville Herald 
 

‘STUPID’ CCTV BURGLAR IS 
CAUGHT ON CAMERA 
 

Julius Bradshaw-Weaver has been dubbed 
“perhaps the stupidest thief in Cardiff” after 
he was recorded stealing security cameras, 
which filmed him in the act. 
 

Bradshaw-Weaver failed to understand that 
as he removed the cameras from the roof 
of his local sports centre his actions were 
being recorded inside. The film was shown 
in court making Bradshaw-Weaver’s 
original ‘not guilty’ plea seem rather 
optimistic. He was sentenced to 6 months 
in jail. 
 
 
 

�
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Candid Camera: questions to prompt discussion 
�

· Does being watched make you feel safer? 
 
· Could CCTV cameras be used in a way that might infringe civil rights? 
 
· Does CCTV stop people committing crimes and behaving anti-socially? 

 
· Do young people wear hoods and baseball caps to avoid being seen by CCTV cameras or as a fashion statement? 

 
· One shopping mall banned young people from wearing hoods and baseball caps – should all shopping malls do the 

same?  
 
· Are there places where CCTV cameras should not be used? 
 
· Would you want CCTV cameras in your home?  
�


